Ulcerative locally advanced breast cancer: the efficacy of combined anthracycline-based and hormonal therapy.
In the literature there are numerous large prospective studies on patients with locally advanced breast cancer, however little is reported on the management of ulcerative breast cancer. The aim of this study was to evaluate the employment of combined anthracycline-based chemotherapy and hormonal therapy in ulcerative locally advanced mammary carcinoma. Four patients, aged from 67 to 83 years, presented with ulcerative breast cancer resulting in breast destruction. Histological examination of biopsy specimens revealed highly differentiated estrogen receptor-positive ductal carcinomas. All tumours were classified as locally advanced since there was no clinical or radiologic evidence of distant metastasis in any of the patients. Due to their religious beliefs all patients refused any other treatment but chemotherapy. In these patients hemostasis and reduction of bacterial overgrowth were followed by administration of anthracycline-based chemotherapy and hormonal therapy. All patients responded well; ulcer healing and partial remission were achieved for a period ranging from 19 to 28 months before disease progression. There is clinical evidence from this study that the combination of anthracycline-based palliative chemotherapy coupled with tamoxifen is beneficial for patients with inoperable ulcerative breast cancer.